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Portland, Camden,
Kennebunkport + Bar Harbor
A guide for your out-of-town wedding guests

Bar Harbor
Camden

I celebrated my wedding
day 15 years ago in suburban
New Jersey. Our reception
was held in a charming
Dutch colonial home built
circa 1928. The evening
was filled with our favorite
music, delicious food, freeflowing cocktails, and our
closest friends and family.
To this day, my wedding
is the best party I’ve ever
attended, but there’s a small
part of me that wonders what
the wedding would have
been like if it took place in
the state I now call home.
From Kennebunkport to Bar
Harbor, there is no shortage
of enchanting places to enjoy
during a wedding weekend
in Maine—even if you’re
not the bride. In fact, the
only thing better than being
a newly married couple in
Maine might just be the
fun that comes with being
an adventurous (and wellinformed) guest.

Por!and
Kennebunkport
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Portland
But the real star is the location: a patio dotted
with picnic tables perched above the Atlantic
Ocean.

PLAY
Portland’s restaurants and chefs have gained
national attention on the Food Network and
in the pages of the New York Times and Bon
Appétit. Experience the local food scene with
Maine Foodie Tours. The culinary walking
tour begins in the Old Port and takes guests on
a two-and-a-half-hour trek to some of the city’s
finest food destinations, including K. Horton
Specialty Foods, Dean’s Sweets, and the venerable Harbor Fish Market.
Pamper yourself before the wedding by booking some time at Nine Stones Spa, where I
had one of the best mani-pedis of my life. And a
friend tells me the result of the hot-stone massage is equivalent to a few weeks’ vacation.

The historic Old Port is a favorite among visitors for its unique shops and restaurants.

that features a ceiling of hand-painted stars
and a window overlooking the city.

If you’re searching for seaside accommodations in close proximity to Portland, try
the Inn by the Sea, where a path through
manicured gardens leads to Crescent Beach
State Park. Guests can choose from beautifully appointed rooms or suites, and their pets
are welcomed with L.L.Bean blankets and
gourmet treats. There are organized activities for kids, a dreamy LEED-certified spa
for adults, and an award-winning restaurant
that serves locally sourced fare. Similarly, the
historic Black Point Inn on Prouts Neck is
a classic Maine getaway. Enjoy sweeping sea
vistas, 18 holes of golf, a geothermal-heated
pool, and trails for exploring the same rocky
landscape that provided inspiration to artist
Winslow Homer.
The Danforth is one of the most unique inns
I’ve visited. Gracious host Amber Baxter is a
delight. Thoughtful decor, working fireplaces,
and art works on loan from Gleason Fine
Art give each of the 10 guest rooms a distinct
personality. I was charmed by the prohibitionera billiards room and a walk up to the cupola
24
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EAT
The lovely little restaurant Bresca is just right
for a quiet dinner for two. The menu may
change throughout the week, but a flavorful
appetizer of chorizo and Gorgonzola-stuffed
dates is a signature dish, as is the honeyglazed duck (which was so delicious I felt
wistful at the end of my meal). Don’t miss the
gorgeously presented desserts, such as the
rich chocolate soup with crème fraiche and
pear gelato.
The Corner Room is one of my favorite
places to bring friends. The menu is focused
on homemade pastas (my pick is the
seasonally inspired gnocchi), specialty pizzas,
and rustic Italian dishes. The restaurant is
bustling on weekends, so be prepared to enjoy
a cocktail at the bar before you’re seated.
For classic Maine fare, visit The Lobster
Shack at Two Lights in Cape Elizabeth. I
recommend the lobster roll, which includes
a dollop of mayonnaise dusted with paprika.

STAY
BLACK POINT INN
510 Black Point Rd.
Prout’s Neck
207.883.2500
blackpointinn.com
THE DANFORTH
163 Danforth St.
207.879.8755
danforthmaine.com
INN BY THE SEA
40 Bowery Beach
Rd. | Cape Elizabeth
207.799.3134
innbythesea.com

EAT
BRESCA
111 Middle St.
207.772.1004
restaurantbresca.com
THE CORNER ROOM
110 Exchange St.
207.879.4747
hardingleesmith.com

THE LOBSTER SHACK
AT TWO LIGHTS
225 Two Lights Rd.
Cape Elizabeth
207.799.1677
lobstershacktwolights
.com

PLAY
MAINE FOODIE TOURS
207.233.7485
mainefoodietours.com
NINE STONES SPA
250 Commercial St.
207.772.8480
ninestonesspa.com
PORTLAND MUSEUM
OF ART
7 Congress Sq.
207.775.6148
portlandmuseum.org
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STAY

The Portland Museum of Art is home to
collections dating from the eighteenth century
to the present. Look for special exhibitions
including Edgar Degas: The Private Impressionist, Making Faces: Photographic Portraits
of Actors and Artists, and a Facebook exhibition
from photographer Tanja Alexia Hollander
called Are You Really My Friend? If you’re able,
stop by on Friday evenings from 5 p.m. to 9 p.m.
when admission is free.

Camden

Bustling Camden Harbor is nothing short of spectacular at sunset.

STAY

EAT

Located in the heart of downtown Camden,
the Hartstone Inn is a destination for food
lovers. Chef and owner Michael Salmon
receives rave reviews for his sumptuous gourmet meals (if you want to read a few, several
framed magazine articles are on display in
the hallway). The romantic, French-countryinspired rooms and suites invite you to enjoy
some serious rest and relaxation. You might
want to stay long past the weekend.

Francine Bistro is popular among visitors to
Camden, and it’s easy to see why. The intimate
space is aglow in twinkling white lights, and
chef/owner Brian Hill’s creative seasonal
entrees make for restaurant magic. Dishes
like herb-roasted lobster with caramelized
garlic, bacon-scallion potatoes, and candied
tomatoes will make even the most seasoned
diner swoon.

Photograph by Ben Krebs

The first things you’ll notice about the
boutique-style Camden Harbour Inn is the
mod lighting on the front porch and the gorgeous view beyond. Inside, the dramatic living
room is graced with plush chairs and red floor
lamps. The rooms are modern with eclectic
flourishes. The suite I visited had velvet
flocked wallpaper, leather seating, and a Buddhist sculpture on the coffee table. The inn is
also home to Natalie’s—a white-tablecloth
restaurant and bar designed to resemble a
100-year-old Parisian brasserie. Ooh la la!
The Grand Harbor Inn is tucked away on
a small street that ends at Camden Harbor,
where lobster boats, schooners, and sailboats are moored. The sophisticated inn is
equal parts classic and comfortable. Several
suites have double-sided gas fireplaces and
balconies with views of the harbor and Curtis
Island. What I like most? A bountiful continental breakfast is served in-suite.

While this may seem odd, the Asian-inspired
Long Grain reminds me of my favorite neighborhood Italian restaurant in New Jersey. The
space is small and the decor is humble but—
oh, the food! I fell for a hearty beef Massaman
curry with potatoes, butternut squash, carrots, and a sprig of cilantro. The house-made
noodles are also excellent.
Enter 40 Paper and be prepared for a bustling
bar scene. Credit goes to bar manager Wind
Tracy, who knows a good cocktail when he
sees one. I enjoyed the drink special, a lovely
cocktail of Pimms, Amaro Montenegro,
vodka, lemon juice, and green-tea syrup with
fresh thyme. The food is equally satisfying; I
recommend sharing the generous cheese and
charcuterie plate with friends.

PLAY
Before the wedding, book an appointment at
Beauty Mark Spa. Master aesthetician Jennifer Ross-Boshes offers an impressive menu
of options from customized facials to expert

makeup application. Plus, the spa is the only
one I know of that is located in a beautifully
renovated building that was once (but not
at the same time) a church, feed and grain
store, gas station, and grocery store. After
your spa treatment, visit some of Camden’s
most memorable shops. Jo Ellen Designs is
the place to find vibrant hand-hooked wool
rugs, pillows, and stylish ephemera for the
home. Chocolatier Blue specializes in artisan chocolates made with the world’s best
organic butter. While you’re there, ask owner
Maggi Hinsi Blue about the seasonal flavors.
Also nearby is Sugar Tools, a design-savvy
shop that carries casual clothing, jewelry,
letterpress cards, garden supplies, and eclectic gifts. I left with some Grow A Tree seed
kits for my kids. After shopping, visit the
Merryspring Nature Center, where I had
the pleasure of celebrating a friend’s wedding. The 66-acre park features stunning
gardens, woodland trails, and quiet places to
simply sit and pass the time.
If you’re interested in local wines, treat yourself to the Maine Wine Tour. Visit three
gorgeous midcoast wineries: Sweetgrass
Farm, Savage Oakes, and Cellardoor. You can
learn about wine making in New England,
enjoy samples, and take in some of the area’s
most beautiful farmland.

STAY

PLAY

CAMDEN HARBOUR INN
83 Bayview St.
207.236.4200
camdenharbourinn
.com
GRAND HARBOR INN
14 Bay View Landing
207.230.7177
grandharborinn.com

BEAUTY MARK SPA
5 Mountain St.
207.230.1170
beautymarkspa.com
CHOCOLATIER BLUE
12 Bayview St.
207.619.3932
chocolatierblue.com

JO ELLEN DESIGNS
HARTSTONE INN
21 Main St.
41 Elm St. | 207.236.4259 207.236.1160
hartstoneinn.com
joellendesigns.com
MAINE WINE TOUR
ALL ABOARD TROLLEY
+ LIMOUSINE CO.
21 Limerock St.
Rockland
207.594.9300
meetthefleet.com/
wine-tours

EAT
40 PAPER ITALIAN
BISTRO + BAR
40 Washington St.
207.230.0111
FRANCINE BISTRO
55 Chestnut St.
207.230.0083
francinebistro.com

MERRYSPRING NATURE
CENTER
30 Conway Rd.
207.236.2239
merryspring.org

LONG GRAIN
31 Elm St.
207.236.9001
NATALIE'S
83 Bayview St.
207.236.4200
nataliesrestaurant.com

SUGAR TOOLS
29 Bayview St.
207.706.4016
Find them on Facebook
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Kennebunkport
Anna Greenglass. For photographs that stray
from the traditional, stop by Brad Maushart’s
memorable F-8 Gallery.

STAY
Guests who want to experience Maine in high
summer will love the historic Tides Beach
Club on Goose Rocks Beach. Built in 1899,
this grand hotel was recently renovated to give
it the look of a bright, modern beach house.
While you’re there, sip cocktails on the front
porch and enjoy the gentle sound of waves.
The award-winning Captain Lord Mansion
is within walking distance to Kennebunkport’s downtown, making it a smart choice for
first-time visitors to the area. Rick Litchfield
and Bev Smart have owned the inn for 35
years, and their experience is evident in every
detail. Each lavishly decorated room has a bed
fit for a king (or a captain), a gas-burning fireplace, fresh flowers, and luxurious bathrobes.
You won’t be disappointed.
The White Barn Inn is the place for a
romantic getaway. Guests can choose from
traditional or contemporary rooms and suites
with plush beds, fireplaces, and thoughtful
amenities. The intimate restaurant, which
is housed in a beautifully restored barn, is
everything you expect five-star dining to be.
And the spa? Oh my!

EAT
When I asked locals to tell me their favorite
casual restaurant in Kennebunkport, nearly
everyone recommended Bandaloop. Chef
W. Scott Lee mixes world cuisine with local
organic ingredients that change with the
seasons. A small plate of seasoned shrimp
tacos with goat cheese, cranberry hot sauce,
butternut squash, and fresh basil made for an
irresistible combination of flavors. Vegetarians and vegans will appreciate the accommo26
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dating menu. For fine dining in an elegant setting, try On the Marsh Bistro. The seasonal
dinner menu has something for every palate,
from entrees such as seared sea scallops and
lobster risotto to grilled beef tenderloin with
fingerling potatoes.
Earth at Hidden Pond is tucked away in a
forest of birches and ferns, making the dining
experience feel like a fairy tale. James Beard
Foundation Award winner Ken Oringer
sources ingredients from the restaurant’s
organic gardens and local purveyors to create
a dreamy menu. Many of the entrees are
cooked in Earth’s rustic oven, such as the
wood-roasted Maine lobster with green curry
butter and grilled lemon.

PLAY
Goose Rocks Beach is nothing short of
spectacular: the pristine white sand, how the
sky seems to melt into the ice blue water… It’s
heaven. I prefer lounging on the beach with
a novel, but if you want to see more and you
don’t want to trouble yourself with a parking
permit, bike the lovely coastal neighborhood.
Rental bikes are available from the knowledgeable folks at Kennebunkport Bicycle.
A few surprising shops have emerged in Kennebunkport. Daytrip Society offers stylish
totes, retro-inspired gifts, and Maine-made
items such as Swans Island blankets. Daytrip
Jr. is also worth checking out to find items
for the younger set. Minka carries artwork,
handmade jewelry, leather bags, and natural
body-care products made by creative duo
Christopher and Michelle Larochelle. Spaces
is an artful shop filled with sophisticated
home accents and furnishings that is run by
local interior designers Nicki Bongiorno and

Finally, there’s not an innkeeper in town who
wouldn’t suggest a ride on the schooner
Eleanor, which is designed to look like a
1930s sailing vessel. Captain Rich Woodman
takes guests on a scenic two-hour sailing trip
from Cape Arundel to Cape Porpoise.

STAY
THE CAPTAIN LORD
MANSION
6 Pleasant St.
207.967.3141
captainlord.com
THE TIDES BEACH CLUB
254 Kings Highway
Goose Rocks Beach
207.967.3757
tidesbeachclubmaine
.com
THE WHITE BARN INN
37 Beach Ave.
207.967.2321
whitebarninn.com

EAT
BANDALOOP
2 Dock Sq.
207.967.4994
bandaloop.biz

207.967.4440
daytripsociety.com
THE EMPORIUM
50 Dock Sq.
207.967.2139
maineemporium.com
F-8 GALLERY
5 Spring St.
207.967.3227
f-8gallery.com
GOOSE ROCKS BEACH
Kings Highway
North of Kennebunkport
Village
207.967.2454 (for parking
info)
KENNEBUNKPORT
BICYCLE
34 Arundel Rd.
207.967.8713
Find them on Facebook

KING’S WHARFE
45 Ocean Ave.
EARTH AT HIDDEN POND 207.967.1208
kingswharfe.com
354 Goose Rocks Rd.
207.967.6550
earthathiddenpond.com MINKA
5 Union St.
207.204.2014
ON THE MARSH BISTRO
minkahome.com
46 Western Ave.
Lower Village
SCHOONER ELEANOR
Kennebunk
207.967.8809
onthemarsh.com

PLAY
DAYTRIP JR.
9 Ocean Ave.
207.967.8345
daytripsociety.com
DAYTRIP SOCIETY
4 Dock Sq.

SEA GLASS JEWELRY
STUDIO
17 Dock Sq.
207.967.1982
SPACES
127 Ocean Ave.
207.967.0040
spaceskennebunkport
.com

Photograph by Richard Wentworth

Kennebunkport is known for its stunning historic buildings and seaside charm.

For a last-minute wedding gift, stop in at
The Emporium for a selection of traditional
tokens for the bride and groom. Sea Glass
Jewelry Studio is the place to shop for
lovely earrings or a necklace to wear during
your stay. Stop by King’s Wharfe if you’ve
forgotten to pack a wardrobe essential. The
shop carries men’s and women’s styles by
designers from all over the world. You’ll find
everything from nautically inspired resort
wear to modern silhouettes.

Bar Harbor

Downtown Bar Harbor is a great place to take a break after exploring Acadia National Park.

STAY
The Atlantean Cottage Bed and Breakfast
is a charming Tudor-style home located on
a residential street. Visitors praise the wellappointed rooms and suites, accommodating
hosts, and generous vegetarian breakfasts.
For a resort experience, try the Harborside Hotel, Spa, and Marina. As the name
implies, the hotel’s nearness to the water
makes it a popular choice among visitors. And
the gorgeous pool? Count me in. For a more
intimate stay, choose the Bass Cottage Inn,
where the traditional rooms have a cheerful,
cottage-inspired style. Guests say breakfasts
are on par with those at a five-star restaurant.

Photograph by Barbara Stoops

EAT
Ah, Mache Bistro. One look at this cozy neighborhood establishment and you’ll want a reservation. The rustic French menu, which the
chef changes frequently, ranges from seared
New England scallops over creamy polenta to
locally raised hanger steak and garlic mashed
potatoes topped with smoked blue cheese butter and cabernet jus.
My husband and I celebrated our fifth
anniversary with a meal at Havana, and he still
talks about the hearty lobster paella. I recall
a fabulous mojito (or two) and a pan-seared,
yellowfin tuna that was cooked to perfection.

Cafe This Way is a popular choice for breakfast, but I’ve been told the dinners are equally
inspired. Fan favorites include the bountiful stuffed butternut squash with quinoa,
cinnamon-scented chickpeas, and tofu, and the
pecan-crusted halibut with spinach and Cajun
tartar sauce.

PLAY
May through October, the color and beauty of
the Mt. Desert Land and Garden Preserve
makes you feel as if you’ve landed in an
impressionist painting. Parking is limited, so
take advantage of the free Island Explorer
Bus. Similarly, Sand Beach at Acadia National Park is a beautiful combination of sea,
sky, and pink granite. Visit, and you’ll see why
the beach is one of the area’s most popular
destinations.
Bar Harbor has some fine shops worth perusing. Fiore is where serious home cooks go for
artisanal olive oils, aged balsamic vinegars,
and specialty foods. At Spruce and Gussy,
you’ll find lovely things to dress up both
yourself and your home, including the work
of many local artisans. For home and garden
goods that are stylish and functional, check
out Window Panes.
No matter how you spend your time during
a wedding weekend in Maine, one thing is

certain: you’ll leave already dreaming of a
return trip.

STAY

PLAY

ATLANTEAN COTTAGE
BED + BREAKFAST
11 Atlantic Ave.
207.288.5703
atlanteaninn.com
BASS COTTAGE INN
14 The Field
207.288.1234
basscottage.com
HARBORSIDE HOTEL,
SPA + MARINA
55 West St.
207.288.5033
theharborsidehotel
.com

EAT
CAFE THIS WAY
14 1/2 Mt. Desert St.
207.288.4483
cafethisway.com
HAVANA
318 Main St.
207.288.2822
havanamaine.com
MACHE BISTRO
135 Cottage St.
207.288.0447
machebistro.com

FIORE
8 Rodick Pl.
207.801.2580
fioreoliveoils.com
ISLAND EXPLORER BUS
DOWNEAST
TRANSPORTATION
Ellsworth
207.667.5796
exploreacadia.com
MT. DESERT LAND +
GARDEN PRESERVE
Seal Harbor
207.276.3727
gardenpreserve.org
SAND BEACH, ACADIA
NATIONAL PARK
acadiamagic.com/
sandbeach.html
SPRUCE + GUSSY
12 Mt. Desert St.
207.288.2454
spruceandgussy.com
WINDOW PANES
166 Main St.
207.288.9550
windowpanesmdi.com
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Lodging (where to stay on your wedding night)
By JENNIFER HAZARD

Portland
Harbor Hotel

Inn at
Ocean’s Edge

Hidden
Pond

Cosmopolitan suites and
luxury amenities make for a
wedding night to remember

Enjoy a relaxing, romantic
getaway in a suite with
sweeping ocean views

A stylish couple’s retreat
hidden among balsam and
birch groves

For the ultimate in pampering, couples
can also opt for spa services, courtesy of
Portland’s Nine Stones, dinner for two at
the hotel’s restaurant, and—why not?—a
generous breakfast in the morning.

The next morning, newlyweds can enjoy a
gourmet breakfast at the inn’s restaurant.
Perched high above the water, the restaurant is a stunning location to celebrate a
first day together as a married couple.

For the wedding couple that
wishes to have the Old Port
outside their door, Portland Harbor

Portland Harbor Hotel
468 Fore St. | Portland | 207.775.9090
portlandharborhotel.com
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Inn at OceanÕs Edge
20 Stonecoast Rd. | Lincolnville | 207.236.0945
innatoceansedge.com

There’s something magical
about Hidden Pond. Maybe it’s

the tucked-away location, the forest of
white birches, or the incredible Tree Spa
with rooms perched eight feet above the
ground. Wedding couples stay in luxurious cottages with private screened-in
porches, river-stone fireplaces, and
outdoor rain showers. Catering to
comfort is something Hidden Pond does
extremely well. A bottle of champagne
is chilled upon arrival. The luxe beds are
graced with down-filled duvets, and the
well-designed baths are something to
behold. Couples can also enjoy in-room
massages. And how can newlyweds pass
up the magical tree-house spa sanctuary, where a catwalk woven through the
trees connects the rooms?
Wake to a breakfast basket of goodies,
complete with warm muffins, coffee,
freshly squeezed orange juice, and a
copy of the New York Times. Honeymoon heaven.

Hidden Pond
354 Goose Rocks Rd. | Kennebunkport
207.967.9050 hiddenpondmaine.com

01 Courtesy of Portland Harbor Hotel; 02 by Chris Reardon; 03 by Trent Bell; 04 by Chris Reardon

Hotel is the place to go. The boutique
hotel offers stunning modern suites in its
recently renovated section. A private elevator delivers couples to the honeymoon
suite, where they’ll find a king-sized bed
graced with soft cotton linens. For added
ambiance, the bride and groom can have
a warm bath drawn just before arrival.
Rose petals, flickering candles, chocolatecovered strawberries, and champagne
will be waiting. The spacious, spa-like
bath has an enclosed glass shower for
two, built-in sound system, and sliding
doors that allow couples to gaze at the fire
as they relax in the Jacuzzi.

A stone’s throw from Camden,
the Inn at Ocean’s Edge gives the bride
and groom a quintessential coastal Maine
experience. The cottage-style honeymoon
suite faces the expansive Penobscot Bay,
and just below there’s a gorgeous heated
infinity pool, chaise lounges, a romantic
outdoor fireplace, and private spa rooms
for couples’ massages. If that’s not enough
to entice, there is also a sauna and hot tub
to relax in after a day of dancing and photo
ops. Inside the spacious suite, the decor
echoes the color of the ocean and sky. The
cathedral ceilings are equipped with fans
for summer nights. When autumn arrives, a fire can be prepared in the room’s
wood-burning fireplace. Couples can
soak in a Jacuzzi facing the water or toast
each other on their private balcony and
admire the ocean view and breathtaking
gardens. Many leave the French doors to
the balcony open, letting the sounds of the
water lull them to sleep.

Ann’s Point
Inn
A romantic hideaway on the
quieter side of Mount Desert
Island

THE

After the excitement of a wedding,

sometimes all a newly married couple
wants is relaxation and quietude. The
intimate, four-room Ann’s Point Inn is
located at the end of a stunning peninsula in Bass Harbor. In the early evening,
innkeeper Alan Feuer treats guests to a
complimentary wine and cheese tasting
that features local vintners and purveyors.
Couples are invited to sip and enjoy wine
near the wood-burning stove or relax by
the fireplace in their room.

SHOW
June 30th + July 1st 2012
ROCKPORT, MAINE

Mallards Haven room is especially popular with newlyweds. There is a spacious
bathroom with a two-person whirlpool
tub, plush towels, and cozy bathrobes.
Couples can also take in the view from
a private deck—the perfect place for
watching the sunset over the harbor—and
arrange for added extras, including fresh
flowers, chocolates, and a little bubbly.

PRESENTED BY

The next day begins with a three-course
breakfast in the solarium or outdoor deck.
Afterward, there’s more relaxation in
store: experience the Finnish sauna, take
a dip in the indoor pool, or simply savor
the natural beauty of the island.

AnneÕs Point Inn
79 Anns Point Rd. | Bass Harbor | 207.244.9595
annspoint.com

IN CONJUNCTION WITH PENOBSCOT BAY REGIONAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
AND MAINE CONTRACTORS & BUILDERS ALLIANCE.

Illustration courtesy of Fiorentino Group Architects
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